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15.3 Measures to Reduce Impact
Current policies operated at Melbourne Airport 
include Underground Storage Tank (UST) Monitoring 
Procedures, which outline requirements for leak 
detection equipment installation/monitoring, storage 
and use of chemicals and fuel and oil storage  
and handling.

The Melbourne Airport Emergency Plan details 
Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) for dealing 
with hazardous materials and major fuel and  
oil spills.

The Melbourne Airport Environmental Management 
System ensures that formal procedures for routine 
works on flame traps, triple interceptor traps, 
litter traps, UST and Aboveground Storage Tanks 
(AST) are undertaken, with records maintained 
to demonstrate compliance with both legal and 
corporate requirements.

All airport business partners with hazardous 
materials are required to detail their management  
in an Operational Environmental Management Plan.

15.4 Achievements in the previous five years 2003-2008

Achievements in the previous five years 2003-2008

Date Initiative Overview

Ongoing Tenant inspections Annual inspection of all category A and B airport business partners  
are undertaken.

2004/2005 Removal of PCBs After testing revealed the presence of PCB on site, Melbourne Airport 
removed all affected PCB contaminated oil from affected transformers.

Ongoing Hazardous material removal Substances removed as maintenance and upgrading of facilities take place.

Ongoing Site register Update of site register including sites from which hazardous substances 
have been monitored, assessed and removed.

2005/6 Pesticide and fertiliser reduction A review of pesticide and fertiliser usage by APAM was undertaken  
to ensure adverse environmental impacts to land were minimised.

Hazardous liquid spill drum.
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15.5 Strategy Objectives 2008-2013

Key Objectives 2008-2013
To ensure that all hazardous products are stored, handled  
and used in compliance with Federal and State requirements.

To eliminate hazardous products used on site where possible.

Strategies to Achieve Key Objectives

2008-2013 Proposed Activity Responsibility

Fuel Tank Testing  
and Monitoring

Inspection, testing and monitoring of fuel tanks to be conducted 
every two years.

Ensure no further UST are installed on Melbourne Airport land.

Melbourne Airport 

Melbourne Airport

Material Safety Data Sheet 
(MSDS) Register

Ensure that a register of MSDs is available at all premises detailing  
all chemicals used.

Melbourne Airport

Melbourne Airport tenant 
and operational inspections

Ensure that hazardous storage facilities continue to be  
inspected annually.

APAM

Spills and Emergency 
Response

All spillages over five litres to be investigated and reported  
to Melbourne Airport Environment staff.

All businesses to assess their risk for spillages and provide 
appropriate spill kits as required.

Continue staff training in spillage response.

Melbourne Airport

Asbestos Management Ensure the maintenance of an Asbestos Register, include undertaking 
an annual inspection.

APAM

Eliminate hazardous 
Products

Where suitable alternatives exist, eliminate hazardous products. Melbourne Airport
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Airports Act 1996 (Cth)

Airports (Environment Protection) Regulations  
1997 (Cth)

Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (Cth)

Melbourne Airport Operational Safety Policy Ground 
Running of Aircraft March 2003

Melbourne Airport Environment Policy 2008

Melbourne Airport Environment Strategy 1998-2003

Melbourne Airport Environment Strategy 2003-08

Melbourne Airport Emergency Plan September 2005

Melbourne Airport Master Plan 2003

16.0 References



123

Business Partners Risk  
Rating Criteria
All Airport business partners are assessed by 
APAM on an annual basis. Provisional assessment 
is undertaken prior to entering into an agreement 
to operate. Prior to beginning operations a second 
assessment is undertaken to ensure all conditions 
and expectations are achieved.

APAM uses a tiered approach to ensure business 
partners with the highest potential to impact 
negatively on the environment have the strictest 
requirements and closest monitoring placed  
upon them.

A formal risk assessment is undertaken by APAM 
personnel across all aspects of the environment, 
including, but not limited to water use, energy 
consumption, carbon emissions, impact on 
biodiversity and cultural heritage, noise generation, 
potential to pollute groundwater or stormwater, 
waste generation, resource use and impact on  
air quality.

Once business partners have been rated on the 
potential environmental consequence of their 
operations, the scores calculated determine  
category allocation.

Business partners with an overall score of major or 
higher are categorised as A rated, those business 

partners with scores in the moderate category 
will be categorised as B rated business partners. 
Category C rated business partners are those 
which have minor consequence levels, though have 
one or more aspects which have a potential major 
impact. All other business partners with minor and 
insignificant ratings will be categorised as D rated 
business partners.

The table below summarises the key requirements 
applicable to those business partners with A-D 
category ratings.

16.1 Appendix 1
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A Rated Business Partners B Rated Business Partners

Energy Management Plan/Targets Energy Targets

Water Management Plan/Targets

• Reduction targets

• Discharge monitoring (stormwater)

• Foul sewer discharge

• Grey/black water recycling

Water Management Targets

• Reduction targets

• Discharge monitoring (stormwater)

• Foul sewer discharge

• Grey/black water recycling

Waste Minimisation Plan/Targets

• Waste reduction

• Recycling

• Re-use

Waste Minimisation Targets

• Waste reduction

• Recycling

• Re-use

Air Emissions Data Other specific site/facility requirements

Noise Emissions Information

Sitemap detailing Pollution Control Measures in place

Land Management Issues

Other specific site/facility requirements

Site Emergency Management Plan

Site Visit Annually, including review of paperwork,  
e.g. legal compliance, unless incident happens.

Site Visit Annually, including review of paperwork,  
e.g. legal compliance, unless incident happens.

C Rated Business Partners D Rated Business Partners

Specific site/facility requirements

No other formal requirements 

No formal requirements

Site Visit Annually, unless incident happens Site Visit Annually, unless incident happens

Business Partners who have third party certified Environmental Management Systems to ISO140001  
may submit EMS documentation as full or part exemption of the key requirements of their risk rating.  
This will be assessed on a case-by-case basis.
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