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Fact Sheet: KEY STRENGTHS 
 
Melbourne Airport enjoys key strengths that have enabled it to operate in a more 
competitive fashion, generating additional economic activity for the region, for 
Victoria and for Australia. 
 
To ensure these positive impacts continue they must be built upon and protected. 
 
 
Absence of night curfew 
 

• If a night time curfew were applied to Melbourne Airport, Victorian employment 
could fall by an estimated 4,440 positions by 2011/12 and employment within the 
local airport region would fall by some 1032 jobs. 

 
• Melbourne Airport’s 24 hour operation is a powerful and significant competitive 

advantage for Victoria over other large Australian airports which are bound by a 
noise curfew between 11pm and 6am. 

 
• The lack of a night time curfew at Melbourne Airport delivers both international 

passenger and freight traffic through the airport. With a night time curfew such 
freight would not pass through Victoria, or would only arrive through other less-
efficient means. 

 
• In 2007/08, the absence of a curfew at Melbourne Airport is estimated to contribute 

$309 million to state product and $77 million to the local value of production.  
 

• In 2008, employment facilitated by Melbourne Airport’s 24 hour operation is 
estimated to be 1,156 jobs locally and 4,642 jobs state-wide.  

 
 
Transport links 
 

• The excellent road links to the city and industrial areas through greater Melbourne 
reduce travel time and cost to a very competitive level. 

 
• The development of City Link and completion of the Western Ring Road has 

impacted positively on the pace of development of industrial areas through 
Melbourne’s West and Northwest, improving the competitive position of Melbourne 
Airport. 

 
• $150 million upgrade to the Calder and Tullamarine Freeway intersection has 

provided an effective access road to freight and commercial sectors. 
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Support from Government 
 

• Government support for considered, long-term planning through the Airport 
Environs Overlay Collaboration with Tourism Victoria and other government 
agencies, has been beneficial to Melbourne Airport’s development and assisted in 
providing alternative options for light aircraft and maintaining a curfew free 
operating status. 

 
 
Physical capacity 
 

• Careful development and appropriate legislation around Melbourne Airport have 
given the airport the opportunity to grow at a suitable pace without becoming 
congested or encroaching on its neighbours. This is a key factor in protecting the 
airport’s most important competitive advantage: 24 hour curfew free operation. 

 
• Compared to the constrained space at some other airports, the 2,379 hectares of 

space at Melbourne Airport provides ample room for growth into the future, with 
350 hectares allocated for commercial and office development. 

 
 
 
Infrastructure capacity 
 

• The relatively low number of light aircraft movements at Melbourne Airport 
increases the capacity of its existing infrastructure. 

 
• Other large airports in Australia cater for larger volumes of light aircraft traffic, 

restricting the capacity of their runways and aircraft stands. Currently 97 % of 
Melbourne’s aircraft movements are aircraft heavier than 7,000 kg whereas 
Brisbane and Sydney are restricted to 86% and 92% respectively. 


