


Have you seen this  aircraft
at Melbourne Airport? at Melbourne Airport? 

Boeing 787

• Two engines
• Swept wings with no winglets
• Four doors per side
• Pointed nose
• Noise reducing chevrons on its engines

Length Key Features

Wingspan

57-63m

60m



Tips from junior plane
spotter Christian.

1 My tip would be to get out of auto mode
and start going into shutter mode or
aperture mode, or even manual mode. 

2 For shutter mode, I would put 1/2000 or use the reciprocal rule, 
which is what ever your focal length, is your minimum shutter 
speed. For example, focal length: 200mm minimum shutter speed: 
1/200. and for aperture mode 7.1.

The 787, as photographed by Christian

My favourite livery 

My favourite livery design on the 787 is Qantas Yam Dreaming. 



Have you seen this  aircraft
at Melbourne Airport? 

Airbus A350

• Two engines
• Winglets on the wings
• Four doors per side

Length Key Features

Wingspan

66.8-73.8m

64.7m

Airbus A350



Inspecting the runway with
Airside Safety Offi cer Tanya

When I am inspecting the Melbourne Airport runways to keep them safe for all 
arriving and departing aircraft, these are some of the things I look for:

1  Check the surface pavement for cracks,
loose rocks and holes.

2  Check the lights are working along the edge of the
runway, the centre line and on the approach.

3 Check for any wildlife such as rabbits, birds or foxes that may be near
the runway and scare them away with our car horn and sirens.

4 Check all signs are visible and the lawn is mowed.

Did you know... 

The airside of an airport defines 
the aircraft operations area and 
its adjacent area where aircraft 
and ground support vehicles 
operate.

Access to the airside is restricted 
and requires passing through 
security checkpoints.

An A350, as photographed by Christian



Have you seen this  aircraft
at Melbourne Airport? 

Airbus A380

Length

Wingspan

72.7m

79.8m

• Four engines
• Two passenger decks 

(look for windows)
• Bulbous nose
• 22 wheels

Key Features



Tips from junior plane spotter Alastair.

The A380, as photographed by Alastair

1 If you are out at the airport at 
night and see the A380, try to hold 
your camera as still as possible so 
you can get the clearest photo. 

2 Try to lean your camera on 
something solid and use live 
focus to see what the camera is 
focusing on.

My favourite angle 
The best place for spotting the 
A380 at night time is the T4 car park 
because it is lighter up there then 
Operations Road at night.

My favourite livery 
On the A380, it’s the Emirates blue 
Dubai expo livery because of its 
unique design and colours.



Have you seen any of these aircraft
at Melbourne Airport? 

Boeing 747-8 (Freighter)

• Four engines
• A ‘hump’ at the front of the aircraft
• Noise reducing chevrons on its engines

Length Key Features

Wingspan

76.3m

68.4m



Dash-8 Q400

Airbus A220

Length

Length

Wingspan

Wingspan

32.8m

35.0m

28.4m

35.1m

• Two turboprop engines 
(propellers)

• Wings connect to the top 
of the fuselage

• T shaped tail
• Wheels under propellers

• Two engines
• Pointy nose
• Large windows
• Lower noise levels

Key Features

Key Features



How many of these tails have you spotted?

Air Asia Air China Air India Air New Zealand Asiana Batik Air

Beijing Capital 
Airlines

Cathay Pacific Cebu Pacific China Airlines China Eastern 
Airlines

China Southern 
Airlines

Delta Airlines Emirates Etihad Fiji Air Garuda 
Indonesia

Hong Kong &
Hainan Airlines

Japan Airlines Jetstar Juneyao 
Airlines

Latam Airlines Link Airways Malaysia 
Airlines

Philippines 
Airlines

Qantas Qatar Airways Rex Airlines Royal Brunei Scoot

Shenzhen 
Airlines

Sichuan Airlines Singapore 
Airlines

Sri Lankan 
Airlines

Thai Airways Tianjin Airlines

Turkish Airlines United Airlines Vietjet Vietnam 
Airlines

Virgin Australia Xiamen Air



Find these words...

AIRPORT DEPARTURE JOURNEY PILOT

ARRIVAL DESTINATION LUGGAGE TARMAC

BOARDING FAMILY PASSENGER TRANSPORT

CABIN HOLIDAY PASSPORT TRAVEL

Q N U N C T D K N X L G J T O L I P T T

Q Q T R Y M K E B G A L V N H K O Y V C

A G R P D P K M S I N L J Z G Q W S V E

R C A J A K H Y X T L I X A C G X P M T

R T V F C S O H A R I W D E E U Z Q I A

I R E Y T X S X U Y O N R R W E P Z Z H

V O L A R U K P R E F U A I A Q E Z E L

A P Y S O J K Y O N T K N T W O G G D O

L S L Z P Z R W F R N V U M I X B F U K

H N I G R N R H A U T N Z K F O N T Q C

O A M A I K F P E O S I V D R I N L H D

N R A K A G E G G J L S T G B K T W O P

A T F P H D Q L A W A S E A S F L T P A

G K T A V P U D G V F E C O J T C X Z S

Y A D I L O H D G D Z W C Z V A S D D S

F M F D Z U I C U W D W U C O R S S H E

J U U C C X L B L E F Z D P O M V O Y N

G Y X S A R V E M C Z W A Y X A K B C G

A J R K T Y B M N U Z H B J P C E P P E

T Q T G Z B Z N N A Y B Q T E Z S N G R

A T F P H D Q L A W A S E A S F L T P A

Word Search



Take the airport adventure quiz
Choose the best answer for
each question

1 What is the long 
path on the ground 
where planes take 
off and land called?

 A road 

 A runway 

 A bridge

7 What is the building 
at the airport where 
you wait for your 
plane called?

 The terminal 

 The parking lot 

 The control tower

4 What is the job of 
the person who 
helps passengers 
find their seats?

 A pilot 

 A gate agent 

 A flight attendant

10 What is the small 
vehicle that carries 
the luggage to and 
from the airplane?

 A baggage cart 

 A baggage handler 

 A shuttle bus

2 When you fly, what 
do you have to show 
to get on the plane?

 A driver’s license 

 A boarding pass 

 A library card

8 What do you call 
when the plane 
moves forward on 
the runway?

 Landing 

 Taxiing 

 Takeoff

5 When going through 
security, what do 
you put your bags 
on to be checked?

 A conveyor belt 

 A moving walkway 

 A shopping cart

11 What do you call a 
person that works in 
the control tower at 
the airport?

 A pilot 

 Air traffic controller

 An engineer

3 What is the person 
who flys the plane 
called?

 A flight attendant 

 A pilot 

 A mechanic

9 What machine do 
you look at to find 
out which gate your 
flight leaves from?

 A TV map 

 Flight information
 display system

 A clock

6 What is the special 
code on your ticket 
that tells the airport 
where you are going?

 Your address 

 Your flight number 

 Your phone number

12 What do you call the 
place that planes 
park when they are 
not flying?

 Terminal 

 Hangar 

 Runway



Spot the 5 differences 
between the pictures below
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