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Melbourne Airport welcomes the 
Federal Government’s approval 
of its planned third runway, which 
will deliver much-needed aviation 
infrastructure capacity for Victoria, 
help support thousands of new jobs 
for Victorians and give passengers 
and exporters more choice.  

The Minister for Infrastructure, 
Transport, Regional Development 
and Local Government approved 

the Major Development Plan for 
the project last month, which paves 
the way for detailed design and 
construction to start.  

The approval follows a 104-day 
community consultation period in 
2022 and a robust assessment of the 
project’s benefits and impacts.  

The 3,000-metre-long runway will be 
built parallel and 1.3 kilometres to

the west of the existing north-south 
runway, along with new taxiways and 
other enabling infrastructure.  

When it opens in 2031, the parallel 
runway system will allow for 
simultaneous take-offs and landings, 
which will help meet increasing 
freight and passenger demand, 
reduce delays, support competition 
and give existing and new airlines 
the infrastructure they need to grow. 

Third Runway Approved

Welcome to our regular 
community newsletter 
to keep you informed 
about Melbourne 
Airport operations and 
projects, runway plans, 
opportunities at the 
airport and other 
related news.

We welcome your 
feedback about what is 
important to you.  



The third runway is scheduled to 
open in 2031. Development of the 
new runway will require changes 
to Melbourne’s airspace, including 
new and altered flight paths. The 
early designs shared in the now 
approved third runway Major 
Development Plan will be further 
detailed and refined. This process 
will be undertaken in collaboration 
with Airservices Australia over the 
next two years and will involve 
extensive public consultation to 
ensure community feedback is 
incorporated.

If you have a question about 
the new runway project, please 
email newrunway@melair.com.au 
or contact us on (03) 9297 1597.

Community consultation will 
occur throughout the project.  
Scan the QR code 
for details on 
where you 
can speak to 
us in person.

Developing new flight paths Got a 
question?

Want to work at Melbourne Airport?
Recently awarded the Best Airport in the Australia/Pacific region at the Skytrax 
awards, the Melbourne Airport team is growing as passenger and freight 
demands grow. Scan the QR code for a list of current job vacancies within the 
Melbourne Airport precinct.
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COMMUNIT Y NEWSLETTER

Melbourne Airport’s third runway 
will deliver jobs and economic 
growth for Victoria as well as other 
significant opportunities, particularly 
for the people of Melbourne’s north 
and west.  

The Federal Government has 
imposed a suite of conditions on 
the project to address community 
feedback. 

Melbourne Airport will establish a 
comprehensive noise amelioration 
program encompassing residential 
dwellings, childcare and education 
facilities most affected by aircraft 
noise from the third runway, primarily 
around Keilor and Bulla.

The program requires extensive 
research and will be developed over 
the next two years with community, 
local councils and government 
agencies.

We will be in touch with those 
affected by these plans over the 
coming months to outline next steps. 

The length of the existing east-west 
runway will be restored to maximise 
opportunities for noise sharing 
when the third runway opens. This 
will involve developing a new Major 
Development Plan for the ‘Eastern 
Extension Project’ and public 
consultation of the project in 2026. 

Melbourne Airport will also facilitate 
a long-term study into health impacts 

of aircraft noise on the community in 
areas surrounding the airport. Details 
of the study will be developed with 
input from the Melbourne Airport 
Community Aviation Consultation 
Group and will be undertaken 
independently. 

Community helps shape approval
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Melbourne Airport has released a Preliminary 
Draft Major Development Plan for commercial 
development of ‘Elite Park’. 

The 32-hectare site, located between the Tullamarine 
Freeway and Airport Drive, is expected to support 
2,140 jobs across a range of industries, which will 
largely be filled by people from nearby communities. 

Public consultation runs until Friday 20 December. 
Written submissions can be made by: 

Email: community@melair.com.au  

Post: The Head of Master Planning 
 Melbourne Airport 
 Locked Bag 16 
 Tullamarine, 3043 

More details on Elite Park and the 
Preliminary Draft Major Development Plan 
can be found by scanning the QR code above. 

Have your say 
on Elite Park

Melbourne Airport is partnering with Travellers Aid to trial 
dedicated terminal mobility hubs to help travellers who 
require assistance moving between drop-off and pick-up 
zones and check-in, baggage claim and gate areas.  

The four-month trial will operate Monday to Friday from 
10am to 6pm and offers the following free services: 

• accessible information to assist with airport navigation 
and understanding  

• buggy transfers between the T4 ground transport hub 
(including car park, PTV bus service, taxi rank 
and Uber) to all terminals, with wheelchair connections 
to all airline check in and departure locations 

• wheelchair transfers from hubs located at Virgin 
Australia and Qantas baggage claim to Skybus, 
taxi or Uber  

• sensory packs to help calm anxious passengers and 
communication boards for non-verbal travellers  

• Hidden Disability Sunflower Program lanyards and 
information.  

More details about accessing these can be found on the 
Melbourne Airport website. 

Improving accessibility

Investing in our 
young people
Melbourne Airport is proud to have signed five-year 
partnership agreements to support Western Chances 
and Banksia Gardens and the important work they do 
with young people in Melbourne’s north and west. 

This cements Melbourne Airport’s long-standing 
relationship with both organisations and allows them 
to continue supporting children and young people to 
overcome barriers to education.

Total passengers (excluding transits) 

35,127,967 ↑ 14.1% compared to FY23

Domestic passengers 

24,091,510 ↑ 7.1% compared to FY23

International passengers 

11,036,457 ↑ 33.% compared to FY23

Passenger numbers 
for July 2023 to June 2024
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