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Executive Summary
This cultural heritage management plan (CHMP) is in an approved form under Regulation 64(a) of
the Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Regulations 2007 and s.190 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006,
and complies with the prescribed standards for the purposes of s.53 of the Act and addresses the
matters set out in s.61 of the Act. The sponsor of this CHMP is Australia Pacific Airports (Melbourne)
(APAM). Pursuant to s.54 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006, a Notice of Intent to prepare a CHMP
was provided to the Office of Aboriginal Affairs Victoria (OAAV) on 23 January 2013. OAAV have
allocated CHMP number 12498 to this plan.
The activity area is located in the locality of Melbourne Airport (Tullamarine), and comprises two
sections where the sponsor proposes to construct an extension of Airport Drive and develop a
business park. Section 1 is located between Sharps Road in the south and Mercer Drive and the
Tullamarine Freeway to the north, covering 2.25km² and Section 2 is located between Butler Way in
the south and Operations Road in the north (crossing Annandale Road), covering 1.23km². In total,
the activity area covers 3.48km² (348 hectares).
Preparation of this CHMP for the proposed activity is mandatory, as per s.46 of the Aboriginal
Heritage Act 2006. The Aboriginal Heritage Regulations 2007 specify that the construction of
buildings for specified uses (r. 43) and the construction of a road exceeding 100m (r. 44(1)(e)) are
high impact activities. The proposed activities will take place in an area of cultural heritage
sensitivity – within 200m of a named waterway (Steele Creek) and within 50m of previously
recorded Aboriginal cultural heritage places (VAHR 7822-1333, 1334, 1447, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999,
2000, 2001, 2002 and 3480).
The Wurundjeri Tribe Land and Compensation Cultural Heritage Council Incorporated is the
registered Aboriginal party (RAP) for land where the activity area is located. The Notice of Intent to
prepare a CHMP was provided to the RAP on 23 January 2013. The RAP responded on 24 January
2013 and indicated that they will evaluate this plan, pursuant to s.55 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act
2006. The RAP was consulted throughout the preparation of this plan and representatives of the RAP
participated in the field investigations (standard and complex assessments).
In order to prepare this CHMP, desktop, standard and complex assessments have been undertaken.
Desktop Assessment
The desktop assessment demonstrated that there are 11 previously recorded Aboriginal cultural
heritage places within the activity area (VAHR 7822- 1333, 1334, 1447, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999,
2000, 2001, 2002 and 3480 (components 1 to 4)). All of these sites are stone artefact scatters. The
predictive statement generated from the desktop assessment indicates that cultural heritage places
in the activity area are likely to include isolated artefacts and low density artefact scatters, primarily
consisting of silcrete, with some instances of quartzite and quartz. Artefacts are more likely to be
located in close proximity to watercourses; however, previous studies have shown that sites may
also be present on the western plains where there is no potable water source. Sites are also likely to
be present on the escarpment overlooking the Maribyrnong River valley. Any mature native trees in
the activity area may present cultural scars.
Standard Assessment
To complete the standard assessment, a detailed survey of the activity area was carried out on foot
on 19 to 21 February 2013. The purpose of the survey was to identify and record any cultural
heritage places that may be present in the activity area and to identify any areas or landform
features that have the potential to contain sites that may not be evident on the ground surface.
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The standard assessment resulted in the identification of a number of previously unidentified flaked
stone artefacts on the ground surface. These artefacts were recorded as Low Density Artefact
Distribution sites, which incorporate additional discoveries made during the complex assessment.
See below for a full list of VAHR places in the activity area as a result of field investigations (standard
and complex assessments). VAHR places 7822-1333 and 3480-1, 2 and 3 were relocated and in some
cases redefined (VAHR 7822-1333 and 3480-2). Places VAHR 7822-1334, 1447, 1996-2002 and 34804, could not be relocated during the standard assessment.
Areas of sensitivity identified during the survey include land on and within 200m of the escarpment
of the Maribyrnong River valley and land within 200m of water courses. It was also noted that
material was located across this landscape in low densities outside of the areas of sensitivity.
Complex Assessment
The complex assessment was carried out over 18 days, on 5, 6, 8 and 25 – 28 March; 4, 5, 18, 19, 23,
24 and 30 April; 1 May; and 3, 4 and 5 June 2013. The purpose of the complex assessment was to
determine the presence, extent and nature of any subsurface Aboriginal cultural heritage within the
activity area. A total of 448 test holes, 12 test pits and 18 machine trenches were excavated during
the assessment.
VAHR places 7822-1333 and 1447 were redefined as a result of the complex assessment.
As a result of the standard and complex assessments, an additional seven VAHR places were
recorded in the activity area. Table 1 presents the known VAHR places in the activity area at the
conclusion of the complex assessment.
VAHR Number

Site Name

Number of
Components

7822-1333

Melbourne Airport 1

1

7822-1334

Melbourne Airport 2

1

7822-1447

Derby Street 1

1

7822-1996
7822-1997
7822-1998
7822-1999
7822-2000
7822-2001
7822-2002
7822-3480
7822-3617
7822-3618
7822-3623
7822-3626
7822-3627

Annandale Road 1
Annandale Road 2
Annandale Road 3
Annandale Road 4
Annandale Road 5
Annandale Road 6
Annandale Road 7
Steele Creek North
Steele Creek North 3
Annandale Road 9
Steele Creek North 5
Steele Creek North 4
Melbourne Airport 4

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
4
19
1
1
2
15

7822-3633

Annandale Road 10

3

7822-3634

Melbourne Airport 5

2

Context
Surface and
subsurface
Surface
Surface and
subsurface
Surface
Surface
Surface
Surface
Surface
Surface
Surface
Surface
Surface
Surface
Surface
Subsurface
Surface
Surface and
subsurface
Surface and
subsurface

Landform
Escarpment
Volcanic plain
Volcanic plain
Escarpment
Escarpment
Escarpment
Escarpment
Escarpment
Escarpment
Escarpment
Volcanic plain
Volcanic plain
Escarpment
Volcanic plain
Volcanic plain
Volcanic plain
Escarpment
Volcanic plain

Table 1: VAHR places in the activity area after standard and complex assessments

The activity will be conducted in a manner that avoids or minimises harm to Aboriginal cultural
heritage (s.61) where the alignment of the Airport Drive extension (and ancillary works) and the
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business park development will not impact areas of Aboriginal cultural heritage sensitivity. In some
instances, avoidance and minimisation of harm is not possible and mitigation measures have been
prepared for the management of those places. The recommendations below detail the compliance
requirements for all VAHR places in the activity area. Note that the following recommendations
become compliance measures on approval of this plan.
Recommendation 1: Copy of CHMP to held on site during works
A copy of this CHMP is to be kept on site for the full duration of the activity. The compliance
checklist included as Table 86 of this CHMP must be completed to ensure all requirements of this
CHMP have been fulfilled.
Recommendation 2: VAHR 7822-1333 ‘Melbourne Airport 1
Salvage of cultural heritage material
Prior to any ground disturbing works at this location, archaeological surface and subsurface salvage
must be conducted in order to recover cultural heritage material and appropriately document the
nature of the site.
Surface salvage must involve the collection any visible artefacts on the ground surface, with
documentation (GPS coordinates) of the location of each artefact.
Subsurface salvage must include a minimum of 5sqm manually excavated using controlled
archaeological methods and conducted by a suitably qualified archaeologist and representatives of
the RAP. Manual salvage trenches are to be located in the area shown on Map 31. If significant
archaeological deposits, such as hearths, in situ flaking floors, or stratified deposits are found,
additional excavation may be required to gain a scientific representative sample to the satisfaction
of the cultural heritage advisor and the RAP, in consultation with the sponsor. Consultation with the
sponsor must occur prior to any additional manual excavation.
Following the manual salvage excavation (and prior to the commencement of the activity at this
location) six 1x5m trenches must be excavated mechanically within the approximate area shown on
Map 31 (and to the discretion of the supervising cultural heritage advisor/archaeologist, in
consultation with RAP representatives). This mechanical salvage must be supervised by a suitably
qualified archaeologist and representatives of the RAP.
See recommendations 20 and 21 for specific salvage requirements and recommendation 22 for the
management of cultural heritage material.
Directions for excavated soil
Any soil excavated from this site during the conduct of the activity must either be used on site or
nearby, or alternatively, geo-fabric is to be placed at a location within the ‘Annandale Grasslands’
reserve area and the soil deposited on the geo-fabric. The location must be outside the extent of any
VAHR place located in this area (VAHR places 7822-1996 to 2002).
Recommendation 3: VAHR 7822-1334 ‘Melbourne Airport 2’
This place is a previously recorded single surface flaked stone artefact. The artefact could not be
relocated during the assessments for this CHMP. There is no specific management recommendation
for this VAHR place.
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Recommendation 4: VAHR 7822-1447 ‘Derby Street 1’
The bulk of this site was salvaged in 2009 (Anderson & Clark 2009) and assessment for this CHMP
determined little to no potential for further cultural heritage material to be present. As a result,
there is no specific management recommendation for any further archaeological investigation or
salvage at this VAHR place.
At the request of the RAP, any soil excavated at this site during the conduct of the activity (i.e.
construction works) must be reused or redistributed within the vicinity of the VAHR site. No soil
from the VAHR site extent is to be removed from the property parcel.
Recommendation 5: VAHR 7822-1996 ‘Annandale Road 1’
Harm to this VAHR place must be avoided. Prior to the commencement of the activity on this
property, post and wire fencing must be erected to delineate the ‘Annandale Grasslands’ area (Map
29), and stay in place until the conclusion of the activity. Signage identifying the area as a “no-go”
zone for construction personnel and machinery must be in place to prevent accidental harm.
Recommendation 6: VAHR 7822-1997 ‘Annandale Road 2’
Harm to this VAHR place must be avoided. Prior to the commencement of the activity on this
property, post and wire fencing must be erected to delineate the ‘Annandale Grasslands’ area (Map
29), and stay in place until the conclusion of the activity. Signage identifying the area as a “no-go”
zone for construction personnel and machinery must be in place to prevent accidental harm.
Recommendation 7: VAHR 7822-1998 ‘Annandale Road 3’
Harm to this VAHR place must be avoided. Prior to the commencement of the activity on this
property, post and wire fencing must be erected to delineate the ‘Annandale Grasslands’ area (Map
29), and stay in place until the conclusion of the activity. Signage identifying the area as a “no-go”
zone for construction personnel and machinery must be in place to prevent accidental harm.
Recommendation 8: VAHR 7822-1999 ‘Annandale Road 4’
Harm to this VAHR place must be avoided. Prior to the commencement of the activity on this
property, post and wire fencing must be erected to delineate the ‘Annandale Grasslands’ area (Map
29), and stay in place until the conclusion of the activity. Signage identifying the area as a “no-go”
zone for construction personnel and machinery must be in place to prevent accidental harm.
Recommendation 9: VAHR 7822-2000 ‘Annandale Road 5’
Harm to this VAHR place must be avoided. Prior to the commencement of the activity on this
property, post and wire fencing must be erected to delineate the ‘Annandale Grasslands’ area (Map
29), and stay in place until the conclusion of the activity. Signage identifying the area as a “no-go”
zone for construction personnel and machinery must be in place to prevent accidental harm.
Recommendation 10: VAHR 7822-2001 ‘Annandale Road 6’
Harm to this VAHR place must be avoided. Prior to the commencement of the activity on this
property, post and wire fencing must be erected to delineate the ‘Annandale Grasslands’ area (Map
29), and stay in place until the conclusion of the activity. Signage identifying the area as a “no-go”
zone for construction personnel and machinery must be in place to prevent accidental harm.
Recommendation 11: VAHR 7822-2002 ‘Annandale Road 7’
Harm to this VAHR place must be avoided. Prior to the commencement of the activity on this
property, post and wire fencing must be erected to delineate the ‘Annandale Grasslands’ area (Map
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29), and stay in place until the conclusion of the activity. Signage identifying the area as a “no-go”
zone for construction personnel and machinery must be in place to prevent accidental harm.
Recommendation 12: VAHR 7822-3480 ‘Steele Creek North’
Components 1 and 3
Prior to any ground disturbing works at the location of components 1 and 3 of this site, surface
salvage must be conducted to recover any visible cultural heritage material on the ground surface.
See recommendations 20 and 21 for specific salvage requirements and recommendation 22 for the
management of cultural heritage material.
Component 2
At the time of submission of this CHMP for evaluation, the final design plans for the proposed
activity at the location of component 2 of this VAHR place had not yet been finalised. The sponsor
indicated that it was possible that harm to this component could be avoided; however, this could
not be confirmed prior to evaluation. Therefore the recommendation for this VAHR place includes
compliance requirements for the case where avoidance of harm to the site is possible and for the
case where avoidance of harm to the site is not possible.
Where harm can be avoided
Where avoidance of harm to this component is possible, prior to ground disturbing works at this
location, post and wire fencing must be erected to delineate the tree plantation area (or part
thereof) (Map 32) and remain in place until the conclusion of the activity. Signage identifying the
place as a “no-go” zone for construction machinery and personnel must be in place to prevent
accidental harm.
Where harm cannot be avoided
In the event that avoidance of harm is not possible, prior to any ground disturbing works at this
location, intensive archaeological surface salvage must be conducted at the recorded location of
artefacts and within a 10m radius, in order to recover any visible cultural heritage material on the
ground surface and appropriately document the nature of the site. The salvage must be conducted
by a suitably qualified archaeologist and representatives of the RAP. See recommendations 20 and
21 for salvage requirements and recommendation 22 for management of cultural heritage material.
Component 4
This component is a previously recorded single surface flaked stone artefact. The artefact could not
be relocated during the assessments for this CHMP. There is no specific management
recommendation for this VAHR place.
Recommendation 13: VAHR 7822-3617 ‘Steele Creek North 3’
Components 1 to 9 and 13 to 19
Prior to any ground disturbing works at the location of components 1 to 9 and 13 to 19 of this site,
surface salvage must be conducted to recover any visible cultural heritage material on the ground
surface at the recorded location of each component and within a 10m radius from each recorded
artefact location. See recommendations 20 and 21 for specific salvage requirements and
recommendation 22 for the management of cultural heritage material.
Components 10 to 12
At the time of submission of this CHMP for evaluation, the final design plans for the proposed
activity at the location of components 10 to 12 of this VAHR place had not yet been finalised. The
sponsor indicated that it was possible that harm to these components could be avoided; however,
this could not be confirmed prior to evaluation. Therefore the recommendation for this VAHR place
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includes compliance requirements for the case where avoidance of harm to the site is possible and
for the case where avoidance of harm to the site is not possible.
Where harm can be avoided
Where avoidance of harm to these components is possible, prior to ground disturbing works at this
location, post and wire fencing must be erected to delineate the tree plantation area (or part
thereof) (Map 33) and remain in place until the conclusion of the activity. Signage identifying the
place as a “no-go” zone for construction machinery and personnel must be in place to prevent
accidental harm.
Where harm cannot be avoided
In the event avoidance of harm to some or all of these components is not possible, prior to any
ground disturbing works at this location, intensive archaeological surface salvage must be conducted
at the recorded location of artefacts and within a 10m radius, in order to recover any visible cultural
heritage material on the ground surface and appropriately document the nature of the site. The
salvage must be conducted by a suitably qualified archaeologist and representatives of the RAP. See
recommendations 20 and 21 for salvage requirements and recommendation 22 for management of
cultural heritage material.
Recommendation 14: VAHR 7822-3618 ‘Annandale Road 9’
Prior to any ground disturbing works at the location of VAHR place, surface salvage must be
conducted to recover any visible cultural heritage material on the ground surface at the recorded
location of the surface artefact and within a 10m radius. See recommendations 20 and 21 for
specific salvage requirements and recommendation 22 for the management of cultural heritage
material.
Recommendation 15: VAHR 7822-3623 ‘Steele Creek North 5’
Prior to any ground disturbing works at the location of this VAHR place, archaeological surface
salvage must be conducted in order to recover any visible cultural heritage material on the ground
surface within the site extent and up to 10m north and south of the site extent on the vehicle track
(Map 34). The salvage must be conducted by a suitably qualified archaeologist and representatives
of the RAP. See recommendations 8.20 and 8.21 for salvage requirements and recommendation 8.22
for management of cultural heritage material.
Recommendation 16: VAHR 7822-3626 ‘Steele Creek North 4’
Both components of this VAHR place comprise isolated subsurface artefacts that were recovered
during the complex assessment for this CHMP. No additional cultural heritage material was
identified, or the potential for additional material to be present. There is no specific
recommendation for this VAHR place.
See recommendation 22 for management of cultural heritage material.
Recommendation 17: VAHR 7822-3627 ‘Melbourne Airport 4’
Prior to any ground disturbing works at the location of this VAHR place (components 1 to 15),
intensive archaeological surface salvage must be conducted in order to recover any visible cultural
heritage material on the ground surface (at the location of each component and throughout the tree
plantation) and appropriately document the nature of the site. The salvage must be conducted by a
suitably qualified archaeologist and representatives of the RAP. See recommendations 20 and 21 for
salvage requirements and recommendation 22 for management of cultural heritage material.
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Recommendation 18: VAHR 7822-3633 ‘Annandale Road 10’
Component 1
Prior to any ground disturbing works at the location of component 1 of this VAHR place, surface
salvage must be conducted to recover any visible cultural heritage material on the ground surface at
the recorded location of the surface artefact and within a 10m radius. See recommendations 8.20
and 8.21 for specific salvage requirements and recommendation 8.22 for the management of
cultural heritage material.
Components 2 and 3
Components 2 and 3 of this VAHR place comprise isolated subsurface artefacts that were recovered
during the complex assessment for this CHMP. No additional cultural heritage material was
identified, or the potential for additional material to be present at this location. There is no specific
recommendation for components 2 and 3 of this VAHR place.
See recommendation 8.22 for management of cultural heritage material.
Recommendation 19: VAHR 7822-3634 ‘Melbourne Airport 5’
Component 1
Prior to any ground disturbing works at the location of component 1 of this VAHR place, surface
salvage must be conducted to recover any visible cultural heritage material on the ground surface at
the recorded location of the surface artefact and within a 10m radius. See recommendations 20 and
21 for specific salvage requirements and recommendation 22 for the management of cultural
heritage material.
Component 2
Component 2 of this VAHR place comprises two subsurface artefacts that were recovered during the
complex assessment for this CHMP. No additional cultural heritage material was identified, or the
potential for additional material to be present at this location. There is no specific recommendation
for components 2 of this VAHR place.
See recommendation 22 for management of cultural heritage material.
Recommendation 20: Salvage Strategy
Surface Salvage
The locations of all artefacts recovered during the surface salvage program must be recorded using a
differential GPS unit (GDA94 format), with the results presented in the subsequent salvage report
(see recommendation 21, below) and updated site information provided to OAAV for inclusion on
the VAHR.
Subsurface Salvage
Subsurface salvage must be conducted using controlled archaeological methods, excavating
stratigraphically, and maintaining records of each locus, artefact depths (where possible), methods,
obstacles, photographs and stratigraphic drawings.
The locations of all trenches are to be recorded and mapped using differential GPS coordinates
(GDA94 format).
All artefacts recovered from the trenches are to be catalogued according to trench and locus and
included with the salvage report (see recommendation 22, below).
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If suitable material is recovered, radiometric (including AMS), optically stimulated luminescence
(OSL) or thermoluminescence (TL) dating of occupation deposits and features must be undertaken.
The number of samples to be analysed will be decided in consultation with the sponsor.
The aim of salvage excavations will be to determine Aboriginal place formation processes, including:








a full description of the deposit and contents;
detailed stratigraphy and possible chronological indicators;
identify and document any change in the nature of deposit over time;
identify and document any special features;
analyse the contents recovered and compare these to other occupational deposits within
the region;
discuss and contextualise the above with reference to environmental changes that occurred
in the area during the period of occupation; and
present the results of the salvage and the analysis in a comprehensive report (see
recommendation 22 for specific requirements).

The excavation will aim to obtain statistically valid samples of identified cultural heritage material for
analysis, study and, with the approval of the RAP and Secretary to the Department of Planning and
Community Development, appropriate curation and storage.
Mechanical Salvage
Mechanical salvage is to be conducted in a systematic manner (using a method of controlled units),
as directed by the supervising archaeologist. The supervising archaeologist must document the
methodology employed and it must allow for the recording of provenance of cultural heritage
material. Records are to be kept of artefact depths (where possible), methods, obstacles,
photographs and any stratigraphic drawings.
Excavation will proceed in 100 – 200mm increments, using a flat blade excavator bucket or teeth
bucket where deposits are highly compacted. All soil is to be mechanically or manually sieved where
possible, by archaeologists and RAP representatives.
All artefacts recovered are to be catalogued according to provenance and included with the salvage
report (see recommendation 22, below).
If significant deposits are identified, such as hearths, in situ flaking floors or stratified deposits,
manual excavation of those deposits may be required and must be conducted by a suitably qualified
archaeologist and representatives of the RAP. Manual excavation in this instance is to be conducted
as per the specifications above for ‘Subsurface Salvage’. Any manual excavation in this instance is to
be undertaken in consultation with the sponsor.
Recommendation 21: Salvage Report
The results of the salvage of cultural heritage material will be provided in a report (or multiple
reports, depending on the construction and salvage schedule), which will be completed and lodged
with the relevant authorities (including the Heritage Registrar at Aboriginal Affairs Victoria and the
RAP) as soon as possible and within 120 days of completing any salvage operation (either as a whole
or per VAHR site/s). This report will include:



The research design for the salvage program and address the goals and questions the design
aims to achieve/answer;
Methodology of the salvage program;
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Results of the salvage program;
Obstacles encountered during the salvage program (if any);
An artefact analysis that includes information on the size range of artefacts, raw materials,
the stage of reduction, artefact types and any other relevant information about the artefact
assemblage;
A discussion including a comparison to the findings of the CHMP (where appropriate);
All relevant maps;
All relevant figures (including photographs and drawings of exposed sediments and
stratigraphy); and
Any further management recommendations for the cultural heritage place and/or artefacts.

Recommendation 22: Management of Cultural Heritage Material
Cultural heritage material recovered during the complex assessment for this CHMP and the
subsequent salvage operations will be secured by the cultural heritage advisor. Any such material
will be analysed and catalogued by the cultural heritage advisor, labelled and packaged with
reference to provenance.
Within 60 days of the approval of this CHMP, and within 60 days of the completion of any salvage
reports, cultural heritage material will be returned to the RAP for curation and storage. The cultural
heritage advisor will complete the appropriate documentation and submit to OAAV for inclusion on
the VAHR.
At the discretion of the RAP, reburial of artefacts recovered from the activity area will be reburied
within the ‘Annandale Grasslands’ reserve area, outside of the extents of any VAHR places located in
this reserve area (VAHR places 7822-1996 to 2002). Other areas for artefact reburial within the
activity area are to be decided through consultation between the RAP and sponsor following the
finalisation of design plans.
When material is reburied, the cultural heritage advisor will record the location appropriately and
submit the information to OAAV for inclusion on the VAHR.
Recommendation 23: Previously Unidentified Cultural Heritage Material
The contingencies for the discovery of previously unknown Aboriginal cultural heritage (section 9 of
this CHMP) must be followed for any cultural heritage material uncovered outside the boundaries of
the above mentioned VAHR places during the activity.
Recommendation 24: Cultural Heritage Awareness Training
Cultural heritage awareness training must be completed by representatives of the sponsor and their
contractor(s) before any work involving soil disturbance within the activity area. This training shall be
conducted by a representative of the Wurundjeri Tribe Land and Compensation Cultural Heritage
Council Incorporated (the RAP) or their nominee(s). Contact details to arrange this training with the
RAP are:
Phone: 03 8673 0901
Email: rapofficer@wurundjeri.com.au
Recommendation 25: Storage of Materials before and during Works
No soil or other materials are to be stored or dumped within the ‘Annandale Grasslands’ reserve
area before and during the conduct of the activity, with the exception of soil from VAHR 7822-1333
(see recommendation 2).
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Recommendation 26: Costs Associated with Recommendations and Contingency Requirements
The sponsor, or the sponsor’s contractor/s, will be responsible for any costs associated with the
reburial of artefacts and associated documentation; cultural heritage awareness training; and the
implementation of any contingency arrangements that may be necessary, as set out in this CHMP
(see Section 9 of this CHMP for contingency arrangements).
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